
  

 

Re-imagining the Victorians – 1901-2010 
 
A one day postgraduate conference at the Leeds Humanities Research 
Institute, Saturday 18th September 2010. 

 
The Victorian is a category that seems almost endlessly adaptable and 
appropriable in contemporary culture. Scholars of the neo-Victorian 
are asking searching questions about the nature of our attraction to 

the nineteenth-century, which bridges a whole host of cultural genres.  
These include the literatures of adaptation and appropriation as well 
as fictional biographies of eminent Victorians.  They range from filmed 
adaptations of Victorian works, to neo-Victorian biopics, to 
representations of the Victorians in fine art.  A return to the Victorian 

can also be witnessed in fashion, design, and material culture.  This 
one-day interdisciplinary conference aims to brings together 
postgraduate researchers working on a broad range of fields and time 
periods in order to generate new scholarly exchange.  
 

Proposals could address, but need not be limited to, any of the 
following questions: 
 

• What are connections between the postmodern consciousness 

and the Victorian? 
• At what point in the broad space between the Victorian and the 

postmodern does neo-Victorianism begin? 
• What is the impetus behind re-visiting the Victorians – 

revisionism or nostalgia? 

• Is neo-Victorianism “writing back” done with a view to 
redressing past social wrongs, or are its subjects used to 
explore contemporary concerns? 

• Are the aims of neo-Victorianism at one with, or antithetical to, 

postmodernism at large? 
• What are the implications of neo-Victorian biofiction’s bringing 

the author back into the text? 
• Is the neo-Victorian more inclined towards the serious imitation 

of pastiche, or the ironic contestation of parody? 

• Does the pleasure of the neo-Victorian make us anxious about 
its (lowbrow) status? 

• Why do neo-Victorian texts and objects return to sites of 
perceived rupture in Victorian culture: sexuality, technology, 

empire? And to what effect? 
 

 

250-300-word proposals for 15-minute papers should 

be submitted to Bethany Layne and Amber Pouliot at 

reimaginingthevictorians@gmail.com by 28/06/10. 

 

Keynote Speakers: 
Professor Cora Kaplan, author of Victoriana: Histories, Fictions, 

Criticism 
Professor Ann Heilmann, University of Hull 

Dr. Simon Grimble, University of Durham 

 


